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Cotton challenges 

 

In Kenya, cotton is sown from April to June and harvested from November to February. Cotton 

can potentially be grown in 24 counties in arid and semi-arid lands in Kenya and, as history has 

shown, it has the potential to support 200,000 smallholder farmers. However, only 30,000 

farmers are currently farming cotton in Kenya and yields are stubbornly low. Most recent 

estimates for the 2017-18 season showed Kenya produced 572 kilograms of cotton per 

hectare, way down on a target of 2,500 kilograms per hectare. 

 

In its heyday, Kenya’s cotton sector provided a feedstock to its burgeoning textile industries. 

However, recent years have seen the country experience major challenges around cotton, 

including declining yields and major susceptibility to pests and disease infestations. 

 

The country currently produces 10,000 bales of lint annually but demand from the domestic 

market is 140,000 bales and set to rise considerably. 

 

The country has experienced severe pest and disease infestations, with a combination of attack 

by African bollworms and jassids causing heavy losses in cotton yields due to lack of resistance 

in the local varieties. 

 

Many believe Bt Cotton has the potential to improve prospects for increased cotton production 

and there are plans on the horizon for the Kenyan Government to launch a Bt, or genetically 

modified (GM) cotton programme. 

 

Nonetheless, for the time being, output remains low and Kenya's cotton exports are almost 

negligible, while cotton imports supplement domestic industrial requirements. 

 

BCI Cotton 

 

BCI was able to pilot a project in the Kerio Valley in July 2014, involving the Cotton 

Development Authority (CODA) with the support of Solidaridad and Rift Vally Products Ltd.’s 

Salawa Ginnery. However, as of 2018, until further developments are made in Kenya, the BCI 

partnership and project have been suspended.  

 


